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Funding Structure and  
Planning Status 
 
Regulators 

 
• Anglian Water Services Limited (“AWS”) are regulated by Ofwat and the Environment 

Agency (“EA”). Ofwat has a duty to protect customers' interests, ensure that companies 
carry out their functions correctly and sets water prices.  
 

• Growth Schemes are promoted in 5 year intervals called Asset Manangement Plans 
(“AMPS”). We are currently in the early part of AMP6 and beginning to plan for AMP7. 
 

• Growth predictions are based on Local Plans and allocated sites and on developer 
progression ie when they are likely to occur. 
 

AWS are not Statutory Consultees to planning applications 
• AWS are asked to comment on applications and have confirmed there is now no more 

capacity in the existing network, nor is there capacity in the Dereham WRC (west of 
Dereham). Management of the flows has been assisted with recent mitigation works to 
facilitate the Etling View development site but this is management only. 
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The Growth Scheme 
 
 
Growth in Dereham has reached the growth trigger point and a Growth Scheme is now 
funded for AMP6. Growth in AMP5 stalled in Dereham and funding was therefore not 
provided for such schemes. 
 
This is a Growth scheme not a flood alleviation scheme. 
 
The scheme is to take flows from new developments to the East of Dereham into a new 
sewer network and convey those flows for treatment at the most appropriate WRC.  
 
The new sewer is designed and is now approved at stage 2 of a 5 stage governance 
process. The governance process is to ensure costs and risks are held in accordance with 
funding. 
 
Discussions with the EA have now confirmed the permit discharge conditions and the 
discharge point for these additional flows. AWS continue to work with the EA to ensure 
the additional flows will be acceptable and not cause detriment to the environment. 
 
AWS anticipate the sewer will be in place and operational by the end of 2018. 
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The Right to Connect 
 
 
Pursuant to section 106 of the Water Industry Act 1991, an owner or occupier of 
premises has an automatic right to connect to a public sewer. 
 
AWS cannot refuse an application to connect (except on very limited grounds) neither 
can they impose the point at which a connection is made. 
 
If a section 106 notice is served, AWS must make the connection within 21 days. 
 
A section 106 application for the Etling View development was received by AWS in 
February 2015 and the communication made in March 2015.  
 
AWS can only therefore protect against flooding issues caused as a result of too many 
connections and limit the flows to its network by means of a planning condition. Planning 
conditions are intended to align the timing of the connection to the network with the 
installation of any necessary drainage strategy.  
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Opportunities 
 
 
The Growth Scheme is a holistic approach to reduce the flooding issues. It is going to be 
brought forward as one solution, not piecemeal solutions. 
 
AWS will work with Breckland Council to understand and manage speculative growth as it 
comes forward until the Local Plan is approved (estimated spring 2017). 
 
AWS will work with the Lead Local Flood Authority to develop SuDs programmes and 
manage surface water connections. 
 
AWS may link/transfer some of the existing flows in Dereham to the new sewer, not just 
new development. 
 
AWS will issue communications to Breckland Council and residents as AWS’ growth 
scheme is delivered, setting out the work as it is completed and timelines. 
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Recommendation 
 
 
 
A commitment to establish a Partnership Working Group with 
Breckland Council, Lead Local Flood Authority, Highways Agency and 
the Environment Agency to look at surface water management in the 
Dereham area. 
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